The Complete Glossary Of
College Admissions Jargon
As you go through the college admissions process, you'll run into a lot of the same language.
You can refer back to this glossary if you ever come across a word that you're not familiar with.

Accreditation
to recognize (an educational
institution) as maintaining standards that
qualify the graduates for admission to higher
or more specialized institutions or for
professional practice

Admission
Requirements
the rules established by an
individual college or university that
determine a student's eligibility for
acceptance

Advanced Placement (AP)
the placement of a student in a high
school course that offers college
credit, if successfully completed,
allowing them to bypass entry-level
courses when they get to college

Advanced Standing
admission status for
students who have
completed more than
12 college credits

Aid Package
the total list of aid (scholarships,
grants, loans, and work study)
offered to a specific student
as determined by the school's financial
aid office

Associate of Arts
(AA) Degree
a two-year degree with
a humanities emphasis that is
typically earned at a community college
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American
College Test
(ACT)
a standardized test,
covering English, Math,
Reading, and Science,
which is used to determine college
admissions in the United States
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Associate of Science
(AS) Degree

Audit

a two-year degree with
a science emphasis that is
typically earned at a community
college

attending a class for the
sole purpose of learning
the information, with no
intention of being graded
or receiving the credits
normally associated with the course

Bachelor's Degree
a four-year undergraduate degree
awarded to students who've
completed the necessary
coursework

College Board
an American not-for-profit organization
founded to expand access to
higher education by providing
tests and other educational
services for students, schools,
and colleges

College Scholarship Service
(CSS) Profile
a financial aid form on the
College Board's website
that is used by private
colleges to award private,
non-federal funds to
students

Credit Hour
a way of measuring how much
credit a student receives for
successfully completing a specific
class, usually corresponds to the
number of hours spent in that class
per week. may also be referred to as
unit hours, a unit, or quarter hours
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Coalition for Access,
Affordability, and Success
(CAAS)
a group of public and
private colleges and
universities collaborating
to improve the college
application process who created the CAAS
application to streamline the process

College Catalog
a college publication that describes the varying
academic programs,
services, regulations,
requirements, and
procedures of a specific
school

Common Core
Curriculum
a national initiative specifying
the skills and information high
school students should have
achieved by the end of each
grade level in order to achieve
college and career readiness
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Cumulative Record
a complete record of every
course completed and
grade assigned to a
student, may also be
referred to as a transcript

Degree
a diploma awarded to students as
recognition that they've successfully
completed a specific course of study

Early Action (EA)
a type of early admission process
that allows students to submit an
application to specific schools by
mid-October or November of
their senior year and hear back
earlier on their admissions decision

Economically
Disadvantaged
a student who's family income
meets the US Depratment of
Labor's definition of low
income

Fee Waiver

Early Decision (ED)
a type of early admission
process used to inform a
school that they are the
student's top choice. If
accepted, this constitutes
a binding commitment to
enroll

Elective
an optional class, usually needed
for graduation but doesn't always
relate to a student's specific
course of study

a form that allows
qualifying students to
apply to college without
paying an application fee

Financial Aid
Financial Need
the difference between cost
of attendance and expected
family contribution
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money awarded in the form of
scholarships, grants, work-study,
and loans to help a student pay
for college. financial aid packages are
determined by a student's financial need and the
availability of college or government funds
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Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA)
a form used by the government
to determine a student's
eligibility for grants, work-study,
and/or loans to pay for college

General Educational
Development Examination
(GED)
certifies that a student has high
school-level academic skills, can be
used to apply to colleges or jobs

Grade Point
Average (GPA)
a number representing the
average of a student's final grades
earned in courses over time

International Baccalaureate (IB)
a program offered by certain high schools that allows
students to satisfy admission
requirements for colleges around
the world. if students earn a score
of 5 or higher on IB Higher Level
exams, they can recieve college
credit for the course

Full-Time Student
a student enrolled in a
minimum of 12 hours per
semester at their school

General Education
Requirements
a group of required courses,
as determined by a school,
that meet the specific criteria
needed to graduate

Grants
financial aid
provided to a
student by the
federal government
to help pay for
college. a grant does
not have to be
repaid

Impacted Program or Major
Liberal Arts College
a college with an emphasis on
undergraduate study in the
liberal arts and sciences
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when a program or major
constantly gets more eligible
applicants than it can
accomodate it becomes
"impacted." this means that
the school requires higher
standards for admittance
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Lower Division
refers to courses offered to students at
the freshman or sophomore
level of a four-year university.
also refers to any course
offered by a junior or
community college

Major
a declared subject of
study that students
can choose to
specialize in to
recieve a college
degree

Master's Degree
a one or two-year graduate degree
awarded to students who've
completed the necessary coursework,
and following the completion of an
undergraduate degree

Part-Time Student

Minor
a second declared
subject of study that
students can pursue
to enhance their
college degree

a student enrolled in a
maximum of 11 hours per
semester at their school

Pell Grant
Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude
Test/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)
a standardized test administered to high
school juniors by the College Board
and cosponsored by the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation. the
scores from this test are used to
determine eligibility for the
National Merit Scholarship Program

Prior-Prior Year (PPY)
using tax information from
two years prior when filing
the FAFSA, this allows
families to file earlier so as
to not miss out on
potential financial aid
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a federal grant awarded to
students, on the basis of their
financial need, to help them
pay for their education at a
college, university, or career
school

Private College
(Independent College)
a privately-funded school
that sets its own policies
and goals. generally smaller
than public colleges
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Profile (CSS Profile)
short for the College Scholarship Service Profile.
an online application from the
College Board that allows college
students to apply for non-federal
financial aid and gives a more
comprehensive look at the
student's financial situation

Provisional Admission
means that the student has
been accepted by a college,
provided some conditions are
met - usually requires a
student to maintain a certain
GPA during their first year of
study

Qualified Acceptance
means that the student has been
accepted by a college, provided some
conditions are met - usually requires a
student to complete a summer course,
upon which the student will be accepted for the
regular degree program at the beginning of the first
or second semester

Reserve Officer's Training
Corps (ROTC)
a program offered at more than 1,700
schools across the country that
prepares students to become
officers in the U.S. Military

SAT Subject Tests
college admissions exams on
specific subjects, the only national
admission tests where you choose
the tests that showcase your
stengths and interests the best

State and Regional College
Tuition Discounts
common tuition discounts given based on
area of residency, includes
Academic Common Market,
Western Undergraduate Exchange,
Midwest Student Exchange,
and Tuition Break for NE Residents
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Rolling Admissions
when schools evaluate
applications as they are
eceived instead of waiting for
a hard deadline. it's better to
apply to these schools early
because they will only continue
to evaluate applications until their
admissions quota is reached for the year

SAT Test
a multiple-choice, penciland-paper test created and
administered by the College
Board. its purpose is to
measure the college
readiness of high school
students and provide
colleges with a universal data
point to compare applicants

Scholarship
an award of financial aid
to help students pay
for an undergraduate
degree. they can be
awarded on the basis of student
achievement, skills, talent, or financial need
and they do not need to be repaid
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Statement of Intent to
Register (SIR)
a form that must be returned to
a student's college of choice by
a specific deadline. it notifies the
school that the student intends
to register at that college and reserves their spot

Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL)
a standardized test to
measure the English language
proficiency of non-native speakers
wishing to enroll in English-speaking universities

Transfer Credit
representative of educational
experiences, courses, or degrees
completed at a different college
or university. this allows
students to move between
schools without losing all
of the work they've
completed at a prior college

Transfer Student
a student who moves from one
college or university to another.
the most common instance is
when a student moves from a
community college to a four-year
school, but this also refers to
students who choose to move
between four-year schools

Unit
a value indicating how much
college credit is given to each
course. generally, one hour of
lecture per week is equal to
one unit of credit
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Student Aid Report (SAR)
a paper or electronic document that gives a
student basic information about
their eligibility for federal
student aid and estimates
the family contribution to
a student's college costs

Transcript
a document produced and
certified by your high
school or college that lists
out every course that
you've completed during
your time at the school as
well as your final grades in
each of the courses

Transfer Major
a major pursued at a community
college that allows a student to
complete any lower-division credits
before moving to a four-year college to
finish out their degree

Tuition
the cost of instruction at a
particular college or
university
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Undergraduate
a college student who has not
yet received a bachelor's
degree

Upper Division
refers to courses offered to
students at the junior or
senior level of a four-year
university. these courses are
typically more advanced
and specialized to a
student's major

Waitlist
when a college has reviewed a
student's application and has not
formally accepted the student, but
may choose to accept them in the coming
months if spots become available. typically, spots
will become available as accepted students choose
to attend other schools

Work Study

Weighted Courses
accelerated or advanced
courses that reward
students with bonus
grade points for
successful completion

a part-time job available for undergraduate
and graduate students with financial need,
usually as part of a financial
aid package. this allows
students to earn money
to help pay for their
education expenses
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